Participation in Government
Mr. Hall: bhall@oswego.org
Website: http://www.oswego.org/webpages/bhall


Welcome to Participation in Government!  The successful completion of this course satisfies the New York State graduation requirement for one-half unit of economics.  The course is a half-year (one semester) in length.  The course is a civics course that will provide you with an introduction to the democratic idea that active citizenship in the form of political participation is essential to the health and well-being of both the person and the government.  YOU MUST PASS THIS CLASS in order to graduate from high school.  

If you have any questions about assignments or anything discussed in class feel free to contact me via email at bhall@oswego.org or stop by and speak to me personally in room 141 or in the Social Studies Department Office in Room 159.


Grading:  I will be using the online gradebook Jupitergrades.  It will be your responsibility to check the site to monitor your grades and progress.  Some papers, tests, etc. will not be handed back in class.  To find out your grade you will have to check the website.  

Tests		30% (announced in advance)
Meetings	20%
· Students are required to attend 2 government meeting per quarter.  More information will be provided separately.
Projects/Quizzes	20% 
· Both announced and unannounced quizzes will be given as needed
Class Work/Homework	20%
· Homework and class work will be given frequently. 
· Homework/class work will be graded on the following scale:
· √ +	= 150 (only given for exceptional effort)
· √	= 100 (work is complete and on time)
· √-	=   50 (work is either late or incomplete)
· If you are unprepared for class (no homework, etc.) you will get a zero for that assignment.
Participation 	10%  
· You start off with these points the first day and they can only be lost.  Behavior problems, being late or skipping class, and being unprepared will impact your average.

Your final exam grade for this course will consist of a policy paper and a presentation in the last few weeks of the semester.  More information will be provided at that time.
