WELCOME TO 
THIRD GRADE
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Mr. Hartmann’s Class
My Background Information
· B.S. - State University at Oswego

· M.S. - State University at Oswego
· Sergeant- US Army National Guard- Iraq
· Wife – Kindergarten Teacher in Mexico District
· My 5th year teaching

· 6th Grade Science- 1 Year in New Mexico
· 4th Grade – 1 Year 
· 2nd Grade – 2 Years

· 3rd Grade – 2nd Year
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
READING

· Harcourt Reading Series – literature and skills

· Lessons –Whole group instruction (daily)
· Daily Language
· Vocabulary Introduction/Reinforcement
· Spelling Introduction/ Reinforcement
· Skills Introductions (Inferences, Sequences, etc)
· Story Reading

· Literacy Centers (2- 20 minute “must do” centers a day)

Example of “Must Do” Stations:

· Readers Notebook
· Write a letter to Mr. Hartmann

· Read to Self
· Vocabulary


· Spelling



· Phonics 



· Science/ Social Studies (observation station)
· Guided Reading Groups 
· Lines of Practice
· Grammar Reinforcement

· Read/Inferences

· Books for All Learners – Books to go along with the stories in the reading series

· Other reinforcement books

Reading Expectations
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Group participation

· Study vocabulary words for each story

· Complete homework when assigned:

· Re-read stories 

· Read related literature

Independent Reading – Outside of Class
· District requirement- minimum of 25 books per year at appropriate reading level
· Lucky 13 Sheets are provided so every time a student reads at home it may be recorder. After 13 days are completed/signed then students may pick out of the prize bin.

· Student also fill out a “Book Recipe” or a “Book Scorecard” to be displayed in class to help others find good books.

In the classroom-

•D.E.A.R time –Drop Everything And Read
Book Reports

· We use a variety of methods for children to report on a book they have read.

· Readers chair (Read or share books)

· Reading response books
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Writing and sharing summaries

· Orally re-telling the story

· Buddy reporting (orally sharing with a buddy) 
Writing
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· Interactive writing and independent writing
· Daily Journals

· Writing expanded sentences (using subject, predicate, adjective, adverb, pronoun, etc.)

· Stories  
· Brainstorming
· First draft (sloppy copy)

· Editing – teacher – peer - self

· Not all stories will be edited for final copy 
Spelling

· Spelling words correlate to the reading textbook

· Children will get a study guide every Friday.

· Each day study the words and circle the day of the week at the bottom of the sheet

· Return top sheet to school on Friday, signed by a parent

· Signed sheets are required, not work

· Tests are on Friday

Social Studies Areas of Study
· World Culture and Civilizations
· Accomplishments, values and traditions of world cultures
· Maps Globes, and Diagrams 

· Needs and Wants
· Goods and Services
· Economic Information
· Government
· Physical, human, and cultural characteristics of world communities
Science Units of Study
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· Patterns of Time, Weather, and Seasons
· Healthy Habits
· Body Systems
· Changes in Earth’s Surface
· Scientific Method
· Animals: Growth, reproduction, repair, 
· survival, and life cycles
· Animal Traits and Adaptations
· Plant and Animal Interdependence
· Healthy Environment/Ecology
For both Science and Social Studies:
· Tests are given after each unit.

· Test notices will be in the weekly agenda
· Participation in classroom discussions

· Homework: If not finished in class
· Review study guide before test

· Read chapter to study before the test
Math- 
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                      The University of Chicago
· It focuses on-

· Routines

· Cooperative groups

· Games to learn math skills

· Math facts are important and must become solid
   The philosophy of the program is:

· We use math in all facets of everyday life

· Students should be introduced to all facets of math all the time

· There are not units on specific topics- such as money or time

· Rather-units include various concepts all of the time
Computer
The children will be on the computer 4 times a week for about 10 -15 minutes. (after we get or day to day routine in place)
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Compass Learning and FASTTMath.
They will do some word processing, use of Flip Video Camera, and 
Homework

· Daily - study spelling words

· Daily- math homelink
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· Finish any unfinished school work

· Make corrections of school work

· Re-read story from reading group 

· (Usually every Thursday)

· Study for tests such as social studies/science

· Math Homework page (this will begin next week)
· Occasional skill sheet for difficult skill (It will be labeled “Homework”)

Grading System
· 90% - 100%  =     4     Meets standard with distinction

· 75% - 89%    =     3     Meets standard

· 64% - 74%    =     2     Does not fully meet the standard

· Below 64%   =     1     Does not meet the standard
Discipline

· I try to maintain an orderly classroom environment where all children have the opportunity to do their best work. 

· We have classroom rules that need to be followed.
· Be respectful.

· Wait your turn.

· Be responsible.

· Be in self control.

· Be a problem solver.

· No black licorice.

· Students are given a “count –up” to 3 before 5 minutes of recess is taken away. (Yellow)
· Further insubordination results in he remainder of recess being taken away, exclusion of Fun Friday, and a note home.

· Immediate Severe Measures May Need to be taken if students are a threat to safety to themselves or others, as well as severe circumstances. These require communication with parents as well as the principal.

Order of Discipline

1) Warning (Count up to 3)
2) 5 minutes of recess taken away
3) 10 minutes of Recess taken and no Fun Friday 
4) No recess and No Fun Friday
5) Behavior Report Sent Home

6) Call home

7) Send to Mrs. Volkomer     
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· Communication is very important to me.

· Call, e-mail or write a note
· School - 341-2500

· JHartman@oswego.org
Miscellaneous

· Third Grade requires much more paper and pencil work in preparation for state examinations.
· Parents/Grandparents are invited to come in and read to the class or share their expertise

· Parents are invited to help at parties, projects, and field trips.

· Unusual circumstances- Please let me know – it helps me to know how to deal with a child

· If your child needs to go home a different way than usual, please send in a note or call school.

· Check backpacks daily for papers or unfinished work to finish.

· Book orders –sent home once a month

· Birthdays may be celebrated in school - please send in a store bought treat, or one through our cafeteria staff.
· Summer birthdays will be celebrated at our picnic in June

· If you have invitations for a party- please try not to send them to school unless everyone is invited-children’s feelings get hurt if they are not invited.
Extra Help
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I am willing to stay after school with a child when they are having difficulty with a concept. 

· Sometimes 1 on 1 helps a student to better understand

· When needed, I will contact parents as to day and time.
Conferences

Please sign up for Parent-Teacher Conferences in November.

If you do not see a good time for you, let me know and we can set up another time.
